Oral Contraceptives. Michael Briggs & Maxine Briggs pp 109 SI2 Eden Press 1977 'This volume is the first of what will hopefully become an annual series on advantages in knowledge of oral contraception. ' Thus reads the opening sentence of the Preface; does it perhaps inadvertently betray the authors' bias in favour of oral contraception, or should it merely be put down to inadequate proof-reading? Speculation aside, judged by this volume, the series (which will include titles in a number of fields of biomedical interest) should indeed prove a most helpful source of reference to recent research publications. The arrangement seems convenient and systematic, the entries brief and to the point, many accompanied by the authors' comments, the references are arranged separately and alphabetically by the authors, and finally there is a comprehensive subject index. Included in this volume is material published during 1975 and up to November 1976 . Much important information is contained within this slim volume which can be strongly recommended. Data derived from 20000 IUD insertions in 20 different centres are analysed and concise direction is given on the most suitable IUD for patients of varying ages and parity. For clinic doctors this is a most valuable guide, although insufficient emphasis is placed on the necessity of always using a tenaculum for the insertion, and there is no mention of the risks of the closed loop type of IUD if perforation occurs. The section dealing with the absent tail and missing IUD might well be expanded in a future edition since numerous referrals for these reasons are made to gynaecological clinics.
G I M SWYER

Consultant Endocrinologist University College Hospital
The tables on the outcome of pregnancy in the presence of IUDs and perforation rates with different IUDs are of great interest. Gynaecologists will be disappointed that data on ectopic pregnancy, pelvic infection and post-partum or postabortum insertion are not presented in greater detail. Not all might agree that there is no evidence that some IUDs may have a teratogenic effect on the fetus.
HERBERT E REISS
Consultant Gynaecologist Hackney Hospital
Decision Making and the Defective Newborn Chester A Swinyard (ed) pp 649 $24.75 Springfield, III.: Charles C Thomas 1977 This book is a verbatim script of a meeting which was held in Pennsylvania in May 1976. The aim of the editor was to bring together a substantial number of experts in the field of spina bifida and medical ethics. These experts included paediatricians, paediatric surgeons, theologians, professors of medical ethics, lawyers, heads of health policy programmes and parents of patients with spina bifida from various parts of the world. The main topic was the ethics of decision making and selective treatment. Whilst spina bifida was the chief model, many of the contributions were of a more general nature.
The formal proceedings are all printed together with every word of the discussions. It is a moot point whether impromptu questions and answers justify publication. I am personally not in favour. However, the original articles make valuable reading and as one would expect, represent the widest possible variety of opinions without, naturally, a generally agreed conclusion. For anyone concerned with such ethical issues, the book should be essential reading.
This book is beautifully produced and its price is remarkably low for its size. First published in 1973, the second edition of this comprehensive guide to the subject has 25% more pages, reflecting the interest and activity in this field. Five chapters, which cover subjects of particular concern and advancing knowledge, have been added.
Much information is now available about the genetic predisposition to malignancy of some children. A full account of this subject emphasizes implications for future management. Two chapters on radiological and radioisotopic imaging are useful in indicating advances in the determination of tumour extent. A chapter on rehabilitation underlines the increasing need for expert care of survivors who may be deformed or disabled in various ways. Sections on individual tumours, however, are only slightly expanded in this edition. Proportionate to their frequency, CNS tumours warrant more detailed discussion but the cornplexities of management of childhood leukaemia get adequate coverage.
Forty eight authors report progress in combined modality treatment as applied in several cooperating centres in the United States. Each chapter has a comprehensive and up-to-date reference list. This is a well illustrated and clearly laid out book both for those working in the field and for clinicians with occasional involvement. Problem areas of treatment and follow up are identified realistically. Although this handbook was written primarily for the American reader, it contains a great deal which is of interest to those involved in the acute management of overdose cases in this country, in particular, the staff in accident and emergency departments. The first part is devoted to the general principles of poisoning and its management which, on the whole, are similar to those practised in this country. Few would accept, however, that apomorphine is an appropriate emetic to use and the conclusion that 'gastric lavage is neither beneficial nor harmful' in poisoning by volatile hydrocarbons would not find widespread agreement. However, the book contains excellent features, including a detailed description of the use of charcoal suspensions and naloxone hydrochloride (probably not used enough in this country).
M RUTH SANDLAND
Consultant Radiotherapist St Bartholomew's Hospital
The second part of the handbook is devoted to case histories with a problem-orientated approach which makes excellent additional reading. The handbook does not pretend to be a systematic textbook of poisoning but the case studies include some rarer forms of poisoning, in particular the chapters on arsenic, amphetamine and methanol intoxication. It is of interest that paracetamol is not listed amongst the commoner causes of overdose in America (where it is called acetaminophen). It is surprising, therefore, that the book contains a list ofnumerous preparations which are, in fact, paracetamol and also a list of no less than 197 paracetamol-containing tablets available in the United States. A few careless printing errors are regrettable; for example, on page 9 the Medication/Antidote List has been reversed. However, this handbook is well thought out and the problem-orientated case studies are well worth careful reading. It would be a useful addition to the libraries of accident and emergency departments in this country.
M S CHRISTIAN
Consultant, Accident & Emerqency Department
Wexham Park Hospital Most of the authors are prominent in their field and it is unnecessary to single out any chapter for special mention as they are invariably well presented and up to date. The recent remarkable increase of gonorrhoea in young women is documented and the factors for this trend are discussed. Although homosexual men are responsible for a fair proportion of gonorrhoea and there is some evidence that their number is going up, they are not thought to contribute significantly to the general increase of the infection. Statistics seem to show that the VD clinics treat more cases than all other facilities put together and that under-representation of cases may not be such an important factor where good and sufficient VD clinics exist. It is generally agreed, however, that patients with repeated gonorrhoea contribute greatly to the incidence of the infection.
One criticism that can be levelled against some of the authors is that they omit to mention original work at times and refer instead to subsequent works or reviews. The curious fact that the emergence of penicillin resistant gonococcal strains has not led to its spread is noteworthy but is not explained. Amongst control measures not discussed would be the importance of setting up an internationally agreed contact tracing mechanism spanning countries and continents which is important in view of the great mobility ofpeople. This book is especially useful for those interested in research into this most versatile and unpredictable organism. The absence of a really practical animal model and the lack of a rapid and sensitive screening method for gonococcal infection in women and in oligosymptomatic males are mentioned as some of the outstanding problems to be solved. 
